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The ULA Programme

The full text can be read at the ULA website

www.unitedleftalliance.org
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The ULA rejects so-called solutions to the economic crises based on slashing public expenditure, welfare
payments and workers’ pay. There can be no just or sustainable solution to the crisis based on the capitalist
market. Instead we favour democratic and public control over resources so that social need is prioritised
over profit.

Those elected as part of the alliance will not do any deals or support any coalition with any of the right wing
parties particularly Fianna Fail and Fine Gael. We are committed to building a mass left alternative to unite
working people, whether public or private sector, Irish or migrant, with the unemployed, welfare recipients,
pensioners and students in the struggle to change society.

The ULA says scrap NAMA and end the bailout of the banks and developers. Take the banks, finance
houses, major construction companies and development land into democratic public ownership and use
them for the benefit of people, not the profit of the few. We want to use resources, including the huge
numbers of vacant properties, to provide facilities and social and affordable homes for all, to buy or rent.

Reduce total mortgages and repayments to affordable levels to reflect the real cost of the property and
outlaw repossessions/evictions of families from their homes on the basis of inability to pay.

Ireland is not a poor country. Massive amounts of wealth were generated during the boom. The problem is
that such wealth is in the hands of a tiny super-rich minority. We completely reject the notion that all this
wealth has suddenly disappeared. It is also the case that many companies, especially multinationals, remain
profitable.

The ULA stands for a progressive taxation system where corporation tax on the massive profits made in
Ireland would be increased, which together with a steeply progressive income tax would shift the tax burden
from working people to big business and the rich.

We oppose all stealth and double taxes including bin charges and plans to introduce water charges, a
property tax, or a “household tax”. We oppose the inclusion of the low paid in the tax net.

We call for a real social development programme that could create hundreds of thousands of jobs building
necessary infrastructure like public transport, green energy projects, broadband, child care, schools,
hospitals, health centres and other community facilities.

We oppose plans to sell off state companies. Instead these companies should be used as the vehicle for job
creation.

Reduce the working week without loss of pay and create tens of thousands of jobs by sharing out the work.

No to compulsory work for dole schemes or fake jobs. We demand real jobs and a reversal of all the cuts in
social welfare and benefit payments.

We demand proper state funding for a democratically run and secular education system, free for all from
early childhood to university.

We want an end to inflated salaries, bonuses and expenses for top public servants and politicians. We want
a cap on salaries and full public scrutiny of public spending. Public services should be run democratically
with the full involvement of the workers, the service users and the wider community.

The ULA supports equality for all and the elimination of all forms of discrimination based on gender, race,
nationality, religion, sexual orientation, disability or age.

End all anti-asylum seeker and anti-immigrant laws and bias by the state. Give asylum seekers the right to
work.

We call for major state investment in developing renewable energy. Through public ownership and
democratic planning, the economy can be redirected onto a sustainable path.

We are opposed to incinerators as a solution to the waste problem because they pose serious health risks,
We call for a proper integrated waste management plan, including a drastic reduction of packaging
combined with a serious approach to recycling and composting.

We are opposed to the dictates of the EU and its neo liberal policies of curbing public spending and
promoting austerity.

Our elected TDs will give full support to those unions and workers who oppose the Croke Park deal.

How Will The ULA Fund It’s
Programme ?

Funding is only a problem if you
accept the bankers’ agenda. Fine
Gael, Labour, Sinn Féin, The Greens
and the discredited Fianna Fail party
all accept the notion that banks
generate wealth and so ordinary
people in Ireland should bear the cost
of saving them.

The ULA rejects this nonsense. The
banking sector has not generated
wealth it has created a national debt
bigger than the nation’s GDP.

It is Irish workers who create wealth
and we continue to generate more
than is spent on wages, public
services and welfare. Far from being
unable to afford to keep our present
level of services we create enough
wealth each year to increase provision
to include the items called for in the
ULA programme. In 2010 alone public
spending could have been increased
by some €55 billion without creating a
deficit if we had not thrown wealth into
the failed banks.

It is the other parties who need to
come clean about their plans. They will
try to convince you that if we all take a
little bit more pain and take good care
of “Irish” banks we will soon return to
the glory days of the Celtic Tiger. Not
much comfort to the hundreds of
thousands who never experienced any
of the benefits of sustained growth but
it is far worse than that.

In 2010 almost €5 billion was paid by
the state in interest alone. This is
roughly 10% of tax revenue and with
unemployment increasing and more
money thrown at the banks this
percentage will only rise. This is just
interest, without actually reducing the
debt. A cap of €9 billion has been set
on the education budget until 2014.
You are being asked to value the failed
banks at more than half the total
education budget indefinitely.

Ask yourself - and ask other
candidates - how long would it take
you to get back on your feet if you
owed 100% of your annual wage, had
to pay it back at more than 10% of
your take-home pay and were still
running up further debt ?

Those that accept that the banks must
be saved are condemning Irish
workers to a return to the poverty of
the past. We will have a third world
health service, a third world education
service and our children and our
grand-children will still be in hock to
the banks.




